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Town of Ceredo Town Council Regular Session August 3rd, 2020 at the Ceredo City Hall

The Town of Ceredo Town Council met in regular session on Monday, August 3rd 2020, at the 
Ceredo City Hall. The Mayor, Paul A. Billups, called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. Those 
present included the Mayor, Paul A. Billups; the Recorder, Stanley E. Fink; and Councilmen 
Dennis Adkins, Oscar Adkins, Steve Diamond, Robert Leslie and Joe Ratcliff.

Reading of the Minutes
The Mayor asked if Council had any additions or corrections to the minutes of the July 6th, 
2020 Regular Session. None being heard and on a motion by Dennis Adkins and a second by 
Steve Diamond, Council voted to wave the reading of the July 6th, 2020 Regular Session min-
utes and accept them as presented.  All were in favor, motion carried.

Treasurer’s Report
Treasurer Robert Leslie presented Council with the balance of each account and the expendi-
tures as of July 31st, 2020.  The Mayor asked for questions on the report.  None being heard, 
the Mayor asked that the Treasurer’s report be made part of the minutes.

On a motion by Robert Leslie and a second by Dennis Adkins, Council voted to approve the 
Treasurer’s Report and the expenditures as presented.  All were in favor, motion carried.

The Mayor reported on further revenue that would be received this month.

COVID-19 Update and Impact
The Mayor discussed the effect of the COVID guidelines and the affect they were having on 
the businesses in the Town.

The Mayor also commented on the continued use of the pickleball courts and of people riding 
their bicycles and walking throughout the Town.

C-K Community and Fitness Center
The Mayor advised Council that Senator Bob Plymale had been frequenting the pickleball 
courts and that he would be here August 4th to present monies from the CARES Act to the 
C-K Community and Fitness Center in Kenova.  The Mayor also reported that Mr. Plymale 
was working to obtain funding for other needed projects in the Town.

West Virginia Department of Highways (WVDOH)
The Mayor advised he was able to meet with the engineer from the WVDOH about the 
construction projects on Interstate-64 and the traffic patterns that will be created by the 
redirection of the traffic through the Town. The Mayor added that his discussion with the 
WVDOH engineer also included the closing of the floodwall gate on Route 60 and the areas 
that would need blacktopping.  

2nd Quarter B&O Taxes
The Mayor reported on the loss in revenue because of the downturn in the coal being 
processed in the Town and the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic on most of the businesses 
in the Town.

KRT Property Sale
The Mayor discussed the sale of the bowling alley property to the New Testament Church by 
KRT.  

The Mayor recommended the Town purchase the property between Route 60 and Twelve Pole 
Creek and the Floodwall, the playground on A Street and the Gun Club Property and recom-
mended the Town offer KRT $5,000 for the three (3) parcels of property, collectively.

On a motion by Joe Ratcliff and a second by Robert Leslie, Council voted to approve offering 
KRT $5,000 for the three (3) parcels of property.  All were in favor, motion carried.

Liability Insurance Renewal
The Mayor advised he had received a quote from Travelers Insurance for $75,000 for the liabil-
ity insurance coverage for the Town and recommended purchasing the liability coverage from 
Travelers for $75,000 for fiscal year 2020-2021.

On a motion by Steve Diamond and a second by Oscar Adkins, Council voted to purchase 
the Liability Insurance for the Town from Travelers Insurance for $75,000.  All were in favor, 
motion carried.

Annual Tri-State Airport Subsidy
The Mayor recommended the Annual $5,000 subsidy for the airport be tabled until 
the September 2020 regular session.

Chronic Nuisance Property Ordinance and An Ordinance Creating A Vacant Property Registry
The Mayor had Town Clerk Jennifer Akers present, for Council’s consideration, two (2) 
ordinances: One, dealing with Chronic Nuisance Property and Nuisance Activities and 
another creating a Vacant Property Registry.

CARES Act Grant Application
The Mayor advised Council the Town had been approved to receive funds through the 
CARES Act Grant.  

Longevity Bonus
The Mayor suggested that the 2020 Longevity Bonus structure be amended and that for 2020 
only, all full-time employees that worked regularly scheduled shifts between January 1, 2020 
and June 30, 2020 be paid $500 as Longevity Bonus and all part-time employees be paid 
$250 as Longevity Bonus. On a motion by Steve Diamond and a second by Oscar Adkins, 
the motion passed unanimously. 

Adjournment
No further business was brought before the Council.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:55 p.m.
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Message FroM The Mayor 

Town of Ceredo Town Council Regular Session February 4th, 2019

The Town of Ceredo Town Council met in Regular Session on Monday, February 4th, 2019 at the Ceredo 
City Hall.  The Mayor, Paul A. Billups, called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  Those present included the 
Mayor, Paul A. Billups; the Recorder, Stanley E. Fink; and Councilmen Dennis Adkins, Oscar Adkins, Steve 
Diamond, Robert Leslie and Joe Ratcliff.

The Passing of Mayor Otis E. Adkins
Mayor Paul A. Billups recognized the passing of Mayor Otis Adkins and acknowledged his service to the 
Town of Ceredo, which included his tenure as a Councilman, as a Mayor and serving on various committees 
in the Town and in Wayne County.
Mayor Billups then read a proclamation in honor of Mayor Adkins, ordering all flags within the city limits of 
Ceredo be flown at half-staff from 9:00 a.m. on February 3rd, 2019 through sundown February 9th, 2019. See 
attached copy.

Reading and Approval of Minutes
The Mayor asked if Council had any corrections or additions to the minutes of the January 7th, 2019 Regular 
Session.  None being heard, on a motion by Steve Diamond and a second by Dennis Adkins, Council voted 
to wave the reading of the minutes for the January 7th Regular Session and accept them as presented.  All 
were in favor, motion carried.

Treasurers’ Report
Treasurer Bob Leslie presented Council with the existing account balances in each Town account as of Janu-
ary 31st, 2019.  The Mayor asked for questions on the report. None being heard, the Mayor requested the 
report be made part of the minutes.
On a motion by Robert Leslie and a second by Dennis Adkins, Council voted to approve the Treasurers’ 
report as presented.  All were in favor, motion carried.

Ramsdell House Committee Report
The Mayor addressed the need for rehabilitating the Ramsdell House to allow the dwelling to be used for cur-
rent and future events.
The Mayor advised Council that he had engaged Mrs. Debbie Wolfe to supervise the rehabilitation project 
and he invited members of Council to visit the House to see the progress Mrs. Wolfe had physically achieved.
Mrs. Wolfe conducted a power point presentation, which addressed projects already completed and the 
structural and cosmetic tasks that still need attention. She also provided an overview of the historical artifacts 
that were found during the renovations and the connection of the House to the underground railroad activity 
in the area.
The Mayor, on behalf of the Council and himself, thanked Mrs. Wolfe for her work and attention to the 
House thus far. He also added that, at a later date, a marker would be placed in the area of the Ramsdell family 
burial plots. 

Ceredo Elementary Update
The Mayor addressed the awarding of the audit to Mr. Michael Ballestra and advised he expects the audit to 
be completed by January 31st, 2019.
Old Ceredo Elementary School Property
The Mayor reported he had been advised the Wayne County Board of Education had given the superinten-
dent the authority to move forward with the transfer of the Ceredo Elementary School property to the Town 
of Ceredo.  He stated, as this was not official yet, he expected the Board’s attorney would be contacting him in 
the next few days to begin the document process.
The Mayor also discussed forming a committee to generate possible uses for the school and stated the Town 
would not let the property lie dormant.

Police Vehicle Delivery Date
The Mayor advised he had been in contact with the attorney for the Wayne County Board of Education 
regarding the transfer of the Ceredo Elementary School property to the Town of Ceredo.  The Mayor added 
that the attorney had informed him the deeds had been prepared in anticipation of the Board transferring the 
property at their next meeting.

Sewer Rate Increase
The Mayor reported that Attorney Robert Rodecker had not been able to complete the necessary paperwork 
to be presented to the Public Service Commission.  The Mayor stated that if the documents arrived in the 
next couple of days, a special session would be called to move the project forward.

Special Levy Election Update
The Mayor addressed the Special Levy Election scheduled for March 16th, 2019, with early voting starting on 
March 2nd, 2019 at the Ceredo City Hall.

New Garbage Collection Schedule and Cost
The Mayor addressed the garbage collection schedule and the cost incurred in supplying the service.

Town Committee Volunteers
The Mayor advised the Town will be looking for volunteers to fill vacancies on the Historical Committee, as 
well as the School Use Committee, whose goal will be to recommend the use(s) for the school property.

Hershel “Woody” Williams Address at the Ceredo-Kenova Middle School
Mr. Kim Wolfe, School Resource Officer, advised Council that World War II Medal of Honor Recipient, Her-
shel “Woody” Williams would be addressing the students at the Ceredo-Kenova Middle School on February 
22nd, 2019 at 9:00 a.m.

Ordinance Repealing Omnibus Ordinance, Second Reading
The Mayor read, on Second Reading, an Ordinance repealing Omnibus Ordinance relating to incarceration 
penalties.
On a motion by Steve Diamond and a second by Robert Leslie, Council voted to approve the Ordinance, as 
read on Second Reading,.  All were in favor, motion carried. See attached copy.

Ordinance Establishing A Building Permit Fee Schedule, Second Reading
The Mayor read, on Second Reading, an Ordinance Amending Section 1701.03 of the Codified Ordinances 
as it relates to building permit fees.
On a motion by Dennis Adkins and a second by Joe Ratcliff, Council voted to approve the Ordinance as read 
on Second Reading.  All were in favor, motion carried.

Appointment of Special Levy Poll Workers
The Recorder read a list of proposed Poll Workers for the Special Levy Election to be held March 16th, 2019.  
The list included Greg Jarrell, Lawrence Salmons, Lynn Salmons, Gloria Pierce and Gary Runyon. 
On a motion by Robert Leslie and a second by Dennis Adkins, Council voted to approve the poll workers for 
the Special Levy Election as read.  All were in favor, motion carried.

Parking on the 700 Block of 1st Street West
The Mayor addressed complaints he had received about the parking in the 700 block of 1st Street West.  He 
advised that, because of the number of vehicles and the size of the lots on the street, there was no simple reso-
lution to the problem and that this problem would have to be dealt with on a case-per-case basis.

2019-2020 Budget Work Session
The Mayor addressed the 2019-2020 budget preparations and advised he would be scheduling a special work 
session in the next couple of weeks.

Police Department Report
The Mayor addressed the preparations underway for the Memorial Service for Mayor Adkins.  He reported 
that the police and fire departments would be serving as honor guards and paul bearers.  Also addressed was 
the preparations being made for the flag detail that would be in place on the funeral procession route.
Chief Poston updated the Mayor and the Council on the progress being made by the new officers and the 
status of getting the new cruisers ready for service.

Stormwater Supervisor/Administrative Assistant Report
Mr. Dustin Long reported that a demolition order had been placed on the dwelling at 341 3rd Street East and 
the demolition hearing for the dwelling at 725 Main Street had been scheduled by the Unsafe Housing Com-
mission.
Mr. Long also reported on the MS4 meeting he had attended in Charleston WV and the preparations being 
made for the renewal of the Town’s permit.
He also provided an update on the progress being made on the sewer mapping project.
Mr. Long conducted a presentation on a Subsite push camera recommended for purchase by the Town, 
which will enhance the Town’s ability to diagnose problems in small sewer lines.  After the presentation and 
on a motion by Joe Ratcliff and a second by Steve Diamond, Council voted to approve the purchase of the 
Subsite push camera for $6,785.  All were in favor, motion carried.  See attached copy.

Maintenance Report
Maintenance Superintendent Ronnie Jarrell addressed the need to increase the sewer tap fee.  The Mayor 
requested Mr. Jarrell conduct a survey of tap fees in the surrounding towns of equal size for comparison of 
fees being charged in the area.
Mr. Jarrell advised the used cruisers would be ready for auction in the next couple of weeks.  He also updated 
Council on the adjusted garbage pickup process.
Also discussed was the changing of the non-reflective traffic signs.
The Mayor reported on the increase in the sewer treatment costs caused by stormwater being deposited into 
the sanitary sewer lines. He also commended the Town crews for the condition of the Town this winter.

Adjournment
No further business was brought before the Council.  The meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m.

    We are now two years into the 
present administration, our 153rd 
year as a municipal corporation, 
and it is perhaps a good time to 
reflect on the last two years and 
look forward to the next two 
years. At the outset, it is incum-
bent to mention the fine work 
performed daily by our mainte-
nance, water, administrative, and 
police departments. It is thanks to 
these people that Ceredo remains 
one of the cleanest and safest 
municipalities in West Virginia. 
    Two years ago, we formulated a 
three-year plan for the operation 
of the town, with certain goals 
to be accomplished each year. 
During the first year we planned 
to update the maintenance 
department fleet and equipment, 
modernize the computer system 
at Town Hall, improve our ac-
counting procedures, improve 
landscaping around Town Hall 
and on Main Street, establish a 
tree maintenance program, start 
a program for business signs that 
is cohesive throughout town, and 
the establishment of a farmer’s 
market. These goals were accom-

plished, and we were also able to 
grant pay increases to all town 
employees, thanks primarily to a 
rededicated effort by our employ-
ees to work more efficiently. 
    During the second year our 
goals were to bring the town 
budget in line with our decreas-
ing tax base, update the police 
department fleet, purchase new 
equipment for floodwall and 
common area mowing, refurbish 
landscaping at our Veteran’s Me-
morial, continue urban renewal 
efforts on the south end of Main 
Street, increase our hanging 
flower basket program, create a 
social services program for our 
elderly, produce a map of our 
sewer system, and reorganize 
and activate our several town 
committees. For the first time in 
our history we now have a fleet 
of new, matching police vehicles. 
The floodwall department has 
two new mowing machines, the 
Veteran’s Memorial looks great, 
and the deal has been completed 
for the demolition of two houses 
on South Main to make space for 
a retail business. 

    In addition to the planned 
goals, we have given considerable 
effort to obtaining the old Ceredo 
Elementary School. It now ap-
pears that the Board of Education 
will soon deed the property to the 
town, thus giving us an opportu-
nity to create a public-use space 
never before enjoyed in Ceredo. 
Our maintenance employees are 
now provided with matching 
town uniforms, waste baskets 
have been installed at most inter-
sections, we are awaiting delivery 
of a new dump truck, and our 
neighborhood litter control pro-
gram is keeping our streets clean. 
    As we begin our third year, 
the administration goals are to 
initiate a street-light replacement 
program, re-open the refurbished 
Ramsdell House for historical 
tours, determine uses for the 
Ceredo School property, focus 
efforts toward the demolition of 
abandoned houses, repurpose the 
tennis courts in the town park 
as pickleball courts, continue the 
business sign program, and begin 
a renewal program for downtown 
buildings that will hopefully give 

the area a more cohesive ap-
pearance to the various business 
structures. 
    In addition to these “projects”, 
our employees have continued 
to do the annual duties of street 
patching, sidewalk repairs, leaf 
collection, garbage collection, 
and general maintenance of our 
common areas. The sewer system 
mapping project is well underway 
and should be completed this 
year. 
    The downside of the last two 
years is the realization that our 
tax base is decreasing. Between 
1976 when the Ceredo Plaza 
and the liquor store were built, 
through 2009 when the synfuel 
program at KRT was closed, 
Ceredo enjoyed the rare position 
of having more revenue than was 
required for the general operation 
of the town. Our town fathers 
took advantage of that situation 
to build a new Town Hall, re-pave 
most of our streets, build recre-
ation facilities, and perhaps most 
importantly, to absorb utility rate 
increases without passing them 
on to our residents. 

    We now face a situation where 
our revenue and expenses are bal-
anced. We no longer have several 
hundred thousand excess dollars 
for discriminatory spending, and 
must be wise stewards of our 
revenues to save sufficient “rainy 
day” funds. No longer will we 
be able to absorb trash collec-
tion costs that exceed revenues 
by thousands. We are mandated 
by the Public Service Commis-
sion to have our sanitary sewage 
treated in Huntington, and we 
have absorbed three rate in-
creases from Huntington without 
passing those to our customers. 
This places us in the unfriendly 
position of having to consider 
increases in garbage collection 
fees and sewer rates, but if those 
increases become reality our rates 
will still remain the lowest in the 
area. Council will be considering 
these matters in the following 
months. 
    Several of our roads, including 
Crescent Drive, Broad Hollow, 
and Smith Branch are owned 
by the state. On the one side it is 
good that repairs to those roads 

are the responsibility of the state, 
but the downside is that we can’t 
force the state to do required 
maintenance. Over the past two 
years we have made every plea 
possible for the state to repair 
these roads, and hopefully the 
new roads program being touted 
by Gov. Justice will yield some 
results for Ceredo. 
    Our request to you, as residents 
of Ceredo, is to become involved. 
A good community consists of 
people working toward a com-
mon goal, whether that goal is as 
simple as keeping your property 
neat, taking it upon yourself to 
keep your block litter-free, as-
sisting an elderly neighbor with 
landscaping, or seeking ap-
pointment to one of our several 
town committees. Ceredo has a 
long history of residents work-
ing together to better the town, 
and I urge each of you to do just 
one extra thing for the common 
good. We all agree that this is a 
wonderful place to live, and if we 
each do our part, we will remain 
the “Most Livable Town In West 
Virginia.” 
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Message FroM The Mayor 

Town of Ceredo Town Council Regular Session February 4th, 2019

The Town of Ceredo Town Council met in Regular Session on Monday, February 4th, 2019 at the Ceredo 
City Hall.  The Mayor, Paul A. Billups, called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  Those present included the 
Mayor, Paul A. Billups; the Recorder, Stanley E. Fink; and Councilmen Dennis Adkins, Oscar Adkins, Steve 
Diamond, Robert Leslie and Joe Ratcliff.

The Passing of Mayor Otis E. Adkins
Mayor Paul A. Billups recognized the passing of Mayor Otis Adkins and acknowledged his service to the 
Town of Ceredo, which included his tenure as a Councilman, as a Mayor and serving on various committees 
in the Town and in Wayne County.
Mayor Billups then read a proclamation in honor of Mayor Adkins, ordering all flags within the city limits of 
Ceredo be flown at half-staff from 9:00 a.m. on February 3rd, 2019 through sundown February 9th, 2019. See 
attached copy.

Reading and Approval of Minutes
The Mayor asked if Council had any corrections or additions to the minutes of the January 7th, 2019 Regular 
Session.  None being heard, on a motion by Steve Diamond and a second by Dennis Adkins, Council voted 
to wave the reading of the minutes for the January 7th Regular Session and accept them as presented.  All 
were in favor, motion carried.

Treasurers’ Report
Treasurer Bob Leslie presented Council with the existing account balances in each Town account as of Janu-
ary 31st, 2019.  The Mayor asked for questions on the report. None being heard, the Mayor requested the 
report be made part of the minutes.
On a motion by Robert Leslie and a second by Dennis Adkins, Council voted to approve the Treasurers’ 
report as presented.  All were in favor, motion carried.

Ramsdell House Committee Report
The Mayor addressed the need for rehabilitating the Ramsdell House to allow the dwelling to be used for cur-
rent and future events.
The Mayor advised Council that he had engaged Mrs. Debbie Wolfe to supervise the rehabilitation project 
and he invited members of Council to visit the House to see the progress Mrs. Wolfe had physically achieved.
Mrs. Wolfe conducted a power point presentation, which addressed projects already completed and the 
structural and cosmetic tasks that still need attention. She also provided an overview of the historical artifacts 
that were found during the renovations and the connection of the House to the underground railroad activity 
in the area.
The Mayor, on behalf of the Council and himself, thanked Mrs. Wolfe for her work and attention to the 
House thus far. He also added that, at a later date, a marker would be placed in the area of the Ramsdell family 
burial plots. 

Ceredo Elementary Update
The Mayor addressed the awarding of the audit to Mr. Michael Ballestra and advised he expects the audit to 
be completed by January 31st, 2019.
Old Ceredo Elementary School Property
The Mayor reported he had been advised the Wayne County Board of Education had given the superinten-
dent the authority to move forward with the transfer of the Ceredo Elementary School property to the Town 
of Ceredo.  He stated, as this was not official yet, he expected the Board’s attorney would be contacting him in 
the next few days to begin the document process.
The Mayor also discussed forming a committee to generate possible uses for the school and stated the Town 
would not let the property lie dormant.

Police Vehicle Delivery Date
The Mayor advised he had been in contact with the attorney for the Wayne County Board of Education 
regarding the transfer of the Ceredo Elementary School property to the Town of Ceredo.  The Mayor added 
that the attorney had informed him the deeds had been prepared in anticipation of the Board transferring the 
property at their next meeting.

Sewer Rate Increase
The Mayor reported that Attorney Robert Rodecker had not been able to complete the necessary paperwork 
to be presented to the Public Service Commission.  The Mayor stated that if the documents arrived in the 
next couple of days, a special session would be called to move the project forward.

Special Levy Election Update
The Mayor addressed the Special Levy Election scheduled for March 16th, 2019, with early voting starting on 
March 2nd, 2019 at the Ceredo City Hall.

New Garbage Collection Schedule and Cost
The Mayor addressed the garbage collection schedule and the cost incurred in supplying the service.

Town Committee Volunteers
The Mayor advised the Town will be looking for volunteers to fill vacancies on the Historical Committee, as 
well as the School Use Committee, whose goal will be to recommend the use(s) for the school property.

Hershel “Woody” Williams Address at the Ceredo-Kenova Middle School
Mr. Kim Wolfe, School Resource Officer, advised Council that World War II Medal of Honor Recipient, Her-
shel “Woody” Williams would be addressing the students at the Ceredo-Kenova Middle School on February 
22nd, 2019 at 9:00 a.m.

Ordinance Repealing Omnibus Ordinance, Second Reading
The Mayor read, on Second Reading, an Ordinance repealing Omnibus Ordinance relating to incarceration 
penalties.
On a motion by Steve Diamond and a second by Robert Leslie, Council voted to approve the Ordinance, as 
read on Second Reading,.  All were in favor, motion carried. See attached copy.

Ordinance Establishing A Building Permit Fee Schedule, Second Reading
The Mayor read, on Second Reading, an Ordinance Amending Section 1701.03 of the Codified Ordinances 
as it relates to building permit fees.
On a motion by Dennis Adkins and a second by Joe Ratcliff, Council voted to approve the Ordinance as read 
on Second Reading.  All were in favor, motion carried.

Appointment of Special Levy Poll Workers
The Recorder read a list of proposed Poll Workers for the Special Levy Election to be held March 16th, 2019.  
The list included Greg Jarrell, Lawrence Salmons, Lynn Salmons, Gloria Pierce and Gary Runyon. 
On a motion by Robert Leslie and a second by Dennis Adkins, Council voted to approve the poll workers for 
the Special Levy Election as read.  All were in favor, motion carried.

Parking on the 700 Block of 1st Street West
The Mayor addressed complaints he had received about the parking in the 700 block of 1st Street West.  He 
advised that, because of the number of vehicles and the size of the lots on the street, there was no simple reso-
lution to the problem and that this problem would have to be dealt with on a case-per-case basis.

2019-2020 Budget Work Session
The Mayor addressed the 2019-2020 budget preparations and advised he would be scheduling a special work 
session in the next couple of weeks.

Police Department Report
The Mayor addressed the preparations underway for the Memorial Service for Mayor Adkins.  He reported 
that the police and fire departments would be serving as honor guards and paul bearers.  Also addressed was 
the preparations being made for the flag detail that would be in place on the funeral procession route.
Chief Poston updated the Mayor and the Council on the progress being made by the new officers and the 
status of getting the new cruisers ready for service.

Stormwater Supervisor/Administrative Assistant Report
Mr. Dustin Long reported that a demolition order had been placed on the dwelling at 341 3rd Street East and 
the demolition hearing for the dwelling at 725 Main Street had been scheduled by the Unsafe Housing Com-
mission.
Mr. Long also reported on the MS4 meeting he had attended in Charleston WV and the preparations being 
made for the renewal of the Town’s permit.
He also provided an update on the progress being made on the sewer mapping project.
Mr. Long conducted a presentation on a Subsite push camera recommended for purchase by the Town, 
which will enhance the Town’s ability to diagnose problems in small sewer lines.  After the presentation and 
on a motion by Joe Ratcliff and a second by Steve Diamond, Council voted to approve the purchase of the 
Subsite push camera for $6,785.  All were in favor, motion carried.  See attached copy.

Maintenance Report
Maintenance Superintendent Ronnie Jarrell addressed the need to increase the sewer tap fee.  The Mayor 
requested Mr. Jarrell conduct a survey of tap fees in the surrounding towns of equal size for comparison of 
fees being charged in the area.
Mr. Jarrell advised the used cruisers would be ready for auction in the next couple of weeks.  He also updated 
Council on the adjusted garbage pickup process.
Also discussed was the changing of the non-reflective traffic signs.
The Mayor reported on the increase in the sewer treatment costs caused by stormwater being deposited into 
the sanitary sewer lines. He also commended the Town crews for the condition of the Town this winter.

Adjournment
No further business was brought before the Council.  The meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m.

    We are now two years into the 
present administration, our 153rd 
year as a municipal corporation, 
and it is perhaps a good time to 
reflect on the last two years and 
look forward to the next two 
years. At the outset, it is incum-
bent to mention the fine work 
performed daily by our mainte-
nance, water, administrative, and 
police departments. It is thanks to 
these people that Ceredo remains 
one of the cleanest and safest 
municipalities in West Virginia. 
    Two years ago, we formulated a 
three-year plan for the operation 
of the town, with certain goals 
to be accomplished each year. 
During the first year we planned 
to update the maintenance 
department fleet and equipment, 
modernize the computer system 
at Town Hall, improve our ac-
counting procedures, improve 
landscaping around Town Hall 
and on Main Street, establish a 
tree maintenance program, start 
a program for business signs that 
is cohesive throughout town, and 
the establishment of a farmer’s 
market. These goals were accom-

plished, and we were also able to 
grant pay increases to all town 
employees, thanks primarily to a 
rededicated effort by our employ-
ees to work more efficiently. 
    During the second year our 
goals were to bring the town 
budget in line with our decreas-
ing tax base, update the police 
department fleet, purchase new 
equipment for floodwall and 
common area mowing, refurbish 
landscaping at our Veteran’s Me-
morial, continue urban renewal 
efforts on the south end of Main 
Street, increase our hanging 
flower basket program, create a 
social services program for our 
elderly, produce a map of our 
sewer system, and reorganize 
and activate our several town 
committees. For the first time in 
our history we now have a fleet 
of new, matching police vehicles. 
The floodwall department has 
two new mowing machines, the 
Veteran’s Memorial looks great, 
and the deal has been completed 
for the demolition of two houses 
on South Main to make space for 
a retail business. 

    In addition to the planned 
goals, we have given considerable 
effort to obtaining the old Ceredo 
Elementary School. It now ap-
pears that the Board of Education 
will soon deed the property to the 
town, thus giving us an opportu-
nity to create a public-use space 
never before enjoyed in Ceredo. 
Our maintenance employees are 
now provided with matching 
town uniforms, waste baskets 
have been installed at most inter-
sections, we are awaiting delivery 
of a new dump truck, and our 
neighborhood litter control pro-
gram is keeping our streets clean. 
    As we begin our third year, 
the administration goals are to 
initiate a street-light replacement 
program, re-open the refurbished 
Ramsdell House for historical 
tours, determine uses for the 
Ceredo School property, focus 
efforts toward the demolition of 
abandoned houses, repurpose the 
tennis courts in the town park 
as pickleball courts, continue the 
business sign program, and begin 
a renewal program for downtown 
buildings that will hopefully give 

the area a more cohesive ap-
pearance to the various business 
structures. 
    In addition to these “projects”, 
our employees have continued 
to do the annual duties of street 
patching, sidewalk repairs, leaf 
collection, garbage collection, 
and general maintenance of our 
common areas. The sewer system 
mapping project is well underway 
and should be completed this 
year. 
    The downside of the last two 
years is the realization that our 
tax base is decreasing. Between 
1976 when the Ceredo Plaza 
and the liquor store were built, 
through 2009 when the synfuel 
program at KRT was closed, 
Ceredo enjoyed the rare position 
of having more revenue than was 
required for the general operation 
of the town. Our town fathers 
took advantage of that situation 
to build a new Town Hall, re-pave 
most of our streets, build recre-
ation facilities, and perhaps most 
importantly, to absorb utility rate 
increases without passing them 
on to our residents. 

    We now face a situation where 
our revenue and expenses are bal-
anced. We no longer have several 
hundred thousand excess dollars 
for discriminatory spending, and 
must be wise stewards of our 
revenues to save sufficient “rainy 
day” funds. No longer will we 
be able to absorb trash collec-
tion costs that exceed revenues 
by thousands. We are mandated 
by the Public Service Commis-
sion to have our sanitary sewage 
treated in Huntington, and we 
have absorbed three rate in-
creases from Huntington without 
passing those to our customers. 
This places us in the unfriendly 
position of having to consider 
increases in garbage collection 
fees and sewer rates, but if those 
increases become reality our rates 
will still remain the lowest in the 
area. Council will be considering 
these matters in the following 
months. 
    Several of our roads, including 
Crescent Drive, Broad Hollow, 
and Smith Branch are owned 
by the state. On the one side it is 
good that repairs to those roads 

are the responsibility of the state, 
but the downside is that we can’t 
force the state to do required 
maintenance. Over the past two 
years we have made every plea 
possible for the state to repair 
these roads, and hopefully the 
new roads program being touted 
by Gov. Justice will yield some 
results for Ceredo. 
    Our request to you, as residents 
of Ceredo, is to become involved. 
A good community consists of 
people working toward a com-
mon goal, whether that goal is as 
simple as keeping your property 
neat, taking it upon yourself to 
keep your block litter-free, as-
sisting an elderly neighbor with 
landscaping, or seeking ap-
pointment to one of our several 
town committees. Ceredo has a 
long history of residents work-
ing together to better the town, 
and I urge each of you to do just 
one extra thing for the common 
good. We all agree that this is a 
wonderful place to live, and if we 
each do our part, we will remain 
the “Most Livable Town In West 
Virginia.” 

Message FroM The Mayor
Paul BilluPs, Mayor 

    The town continues to 
operate with COVID-19 
restrictions, and residents 
are urged not to become 
complacent as the pandemic 
drags on. Many, including 
myself, have found ourselves 
drifting back toward nor-
malcy before we should. At 
this writing, West Virginia 
is leading the nation in the 
spread of the virus, thus we 
must remember to wash our 
hands often and thoroughly, 
use hand sanitizer, social 
distance, and use face cover-
ings when inside public 
spaces. It is simply the safe 
thing to do.
    We have had a number of 
inquiries this month about 
the increase in sewer rates 
in Ceredo. The increase, 
which took effect on July 18, 

is the second-half of the rate 
increase approved by the 
Public Service Commission 
in June, 2019. 
    Several articles have been 
written about the necessity 
of this rate increase and the 
operation of sewage systems 
in towns, such as Ceredo, 
that do not own their own 
sewage treatment facili-
ties. To recap, Ceredo and 
Kenova are mandated by 
the PSC to pay Huntington 
to treat our sanitary sew-
age. Unfortunately, this puts 
Ceredo and Kenova at the 
mercy of the Huntington 
Sanitary Board for sewage 
rates, and over the past six 
years our rate to Huntington 
has been raised three times. 
Ceredo was able to absorb 
two of the rate increases, but 

with the third increase we 
had no choice but to in-
crease our rate.
    In addition to paying 
Huntington to treat our san-
itary sewage, we must also 
pay Northern Wayne Public 
Service a fee for transporting 
sanitary sewage from areas 
in South Ceredo to Hunting-
ton. In 2018, our fees paid to 
Huntington and Northern 
Wayne totaled $171,661; in 
2019, these fees increased to 
$216,081. 
    While our sewer utility 
was running at a break-even 
clip, the Legislature mandat-
ed three years ago that sewer 
and water companies are 
required to maintain a fund, 
equal to one-eighth of their 
respective operating expens-
es, as an emergency main-

tenance fund. For Ceredo, 
this would require approxi-
mately $40,000 to be placed 
in a separate maintenance 
account. How do we do 
this, when we are currently 
operating with a balanced 
budget? It is impossible.
    Sewer and water are pro-
prietary businesses, mean-
ing they must operate on 
revenue generated and we 
cannot assist these utilities 
with general fund dollars. 
It is unlawful to comingle 
general funds with those of 
utilities. The Town has taken 
all reasonable steps to cut 
sanitary sewer expenses, in-
cluding eliminating one job 
in the sewer department by 
attrition. Still, we operate on 
a near break-even basis with 
the sewer utility.

    How can we eliminate the 
need for future increases? 
One solution is to eliminate 
storm water that infiltrates 
into the sanitary sewer sys-
tem. We must keep in mind 
that we pay Huntington or 
Northern Wayne by the gal-
lon, and while stormwater 
doesn’t have to be treated, if 
we allow it into our sani-
tary system, we must pay 
for treating it. I ask again 
that each of you check your 
downspouts; if they ap-
pear to be connected to the 
sanitary line let us know and 
the Town will assist you in 
correcting the problem. This 
alone would save several 
thousand dollars.
    If there is a bright side to 
any rate increase, Ceredo 
still provides the best service 

with the lowest rates in our 
area. For monthly service 
of water, sewer, and trash 
removal, based on 1000 
gallons of usage, the Ceredo 
rates total $34, compared to 
$43 in Kenova, and $50.40 
in Huntington. The Ceredo 
rate includes twice-weekly 
trash removal, while the oth-
ers provide weekly service. 
    None of us like an in-
creased rate for anything, 
but we must have revenue 
sufficient to cover expenses. 
The Town will continue 
to look for more efficient 
operating methods, and 
we ask that you assist us 
by eliminating stormwater 
infiltration.

Why The NeW CresCeNT
   At a time when the local 
newspaper industry in in a 
state of steady decline, why 
do we continue publishing 
The New Crescent? The 
simple answer is that we 
feel the paper is meaning-
ful to our community, and 
without the Crescent many 
of our residents would not 
receive much, if any, true 
“local” information.
   Small towns and mid-
sized cities are losing their 
newspapers at an alarming 
rate. A report released by 
the University of North 
Carolina reveals that 25% 
of the roughly 9,000 local 

papers published in 2004 
have vanished. That trans-
lates to 1,800 communi-
ties that had local papers 
15 years ago are, today, 
without local reporting. 
The North Carolina report 
was published prior to the 
coronavirus pandemic, thus 
it reasonable to believe that 
the decline has accelerated 
over the past six months.
    The New Crescent first 
went to press over thirty 
years ago, with a pri-
mary mission of providing 
Ceredo residents a monthly 
report of news about the 
town. By publishing the 

Minutes of monthly Town 
Council meetings, our 
residents are kept abreast 
of official governmental ac-
tions. We attempt to report 
other workings of Town 
Hall, a summary of police 
and fire department activ-
ity, and other projects and 
programs that are of general 
public interest. Without the 
New Crescent, these things 
wouldn’t be reported. With 
a few historical and local 
personal pieces, we have a 
paper.
    Several changes have 
been made over the years, 
the most recent being our 

method of distribution. For 
the first thirty years, the 
New Crescent was distrib-
uted by the town staff, leav-
ing a copy on each doorstep 
in town. It became apparent 
that during rainy or windy 
weather, many copies didn’t 
reach the reader. To cure 
this, we recently started lo-
cal distribution through the 
Post Office – every person 
having a box at the Ceredo 
Post Office receives a copy 
in the box.
    For residents living in 
parts of South Ceredo that 
are on rural mail routes, 
delivery will continue to be 

made by town employees. 
In addition to local delivery, 
the New Crescent has ap-
proximately 100 subscribers 
that live outside the area, 
mostly former residents 
or persons with ties to the 
town that want to keep up 
with local happenings. The 
Crescent is a life-line home 
for these folks.
    Publishing a newspaper, 
even a monthly six-page 
journal, is not a simple 
undertaking. The Crescent 
is written by volunteers, and 
finding volunteers willing 
to write six pages of news-
print isn’t easy. Layout and 

printing are contracted to 
HD Media, at a cost of $450 
per issue. The cost is offset 
by local advertisers and our 
“Honor Roll” donors that 
subsidize the paper with an-
nual donations of $50. We 
couldn’t continue to operate 
without these donors.
    It is our belief that a lo-
cal paper such as the New 
Crescent remains important 
to the community, and we 
will continue our attempts 
to keep you informed about 
the town.
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  New Ceredo resident Tyler Smith is the October Vol-
unteer of the Month. Tyler recently purchased property 
on Crescent Hill from Ceredo land baron Fred Adkins, 
and plans to construct a dwelling house on the property 
in the near future.
   Located adjacent to Smith’s new property is an old 
cemetery, across the road and just south of Crescent 
Hill Cemetery. The old cemetery has been overgrown 
for a few years, and this summer Tyler took it upon 
himself to clear and maintain the grave yard. The cem-
etery now looks great, and is a fitting part of Ceredo 
and Crescent Hill.
   Clearing brush and maintaining a cemetery that cov-
ers well over an acre of ground is no easy task, yet Tyler 
completed this project on his own, as a true volunteer 
would. It is acts such as this by residents of Ceredo that 
have made the town what it is, and we applaud the ef-
forts of Tyler Smith, a man that we know will be a very 
good Ceredo resident.
    Thanks to Margaret and Chester Mathis for letting us 
know of Tyler’s volunteer work. Also residents of Cres-
cent Hill, the Mathis family has assisted our town crew 
for many years with the upkeep of Crescent Hill.

COMMUNITY FITNESS CENTER

1201 Poplar St
Kenova, WV 25530

304-453-2449

Open 7 Days a Week

HOURS:
Mon-Thurs 7am-9pm

Fri 7am-8pm
Sat 8am-3pm
Sun 1pm-5pm

Classes Available

MOnDAy
Toning 9-10am

Silver Sneakers 10-11am
R.I.P.P.E.D. 5:30-6:30pm

Zumba Gold 6:30-7:30pm

TUESDAy
Zumb Toning 6:30-7:30pm

WEDnESDAy
Toning 9-10am

Silver Sneakers 10-11am
Zumba Gold 6:30-7:30pm

THURSDAy
R.I.P.P.E.D. 5:30-6:30pm

Zumba 6:30-7:30pm

FRIDAy
Toning 9-10am

Silver Sneakers 10-11am

SUnDAy
Zumba Sentao 2-3:15pm

MEMBERSHIP RATES

Single (18+) $180.00/yr

Family (Married Couple $270/yr 
Additional family members 13-18 

who resides in the same household 
is $70/yr per family member.

Seniors (60+) $110/yr

Daily $5

Monthly $30 (adult)
$25 (ages 13-18)

InSTRUCTORS:
Heather Ferguson (Zumba, Silver Sneakers, R.I.P.P.E.D., Toning)

Sarah Lester (Zumba Gold)

EQUIPMEnT
AVAILABLE
nautilus Exercise

Equipment

Free Weights

Cardiovascular
Equipment

new Shower Facilities

“Do you have your
Medicare Plan through

HUMANA?”
You may 

qualify for:

As of 05/14/2016 

                                                                 

 

POLICE BLOTTER 

NAME  AGE  RESIDENCE  ARRESTED 

ON 

DESCRIPTION  ARRESTING OFFICER 

Newman, Tammy Sue  41  Kenova, WV  05/14/16  City Warrant: Battery of an Officer  D. Scarberry 

Newman, Tammy Sue  41  Kenova, WV  05/14/16  Battery of an Officer X 3, Obstructing ‐ State Charges  D. Scarberry 

Basenback, Jerry Lee  45  Kenova, WV  05/14/16  Battery of an Officer, Obstructing  D. Scarberry 

Milum, Sherri Beth  52  Kenova, WV  05/14/16  Driving Suspended/ Revoked 3rd Offense  D. Scarberry 

Moore, Henry J.  45  Catlettsburg, KY  05/16/16  Failure To Appear Capias ‐ Public Intoxication  C. M. Thompson 

Lucas, Harry J.  62  Huntington, WV  05/23/16  DUI (DRUGS), Possession of Controlled Substance  D. Scarberry 

Walters, Larry Dale  41  Ceredo, WV  05/27/16  Possession of Controlled Substance, Possession of Drug 

Paraphernalia, Possession of Concealed Deadly Weapon  

Z. Thompson 

Hammond, Richard Allen  58  Ceredo, WV  05/29/16  Possession of Controlled Substance, Driving Suspended ‐ 

Misc, No Insurance, No Seat Belt 

C.M. Thompson 

Cook, Sherry J.  44  Louisa, KY  05/29/16  State Warrant: Shoplifting 2nd Offense X 2, Possession 

of Drug Paraphernalia (City Charge) 

D. Scarberry 

Muncy, William Michael  41  FT. Gay, WV  05/29/16  State Warrants: Shoplifting 2nd Offense X 2, City Charges 

for: Driving Suspended, Defective Eqmt, No MVI Sticker, 

No Insurance, No Registration 

D. Scarberry 

Walters, Dwayne K.  52  Columbus, OH  06/09/16  DUI 3rd Offense, Possession of Controlled Substance X 2, 

Disorderly Conduct 

D. Scarberry 

Davis, Christopher Devone  34  Huntington, WV  06/09/16  Domestic Battery, Night Time Burglary  C.M. Thompson 

Crow, Patricia Ann  49  Ceredo, WV  06/11/16  Possession of Marijuana, Possession of Drug 

Paraphernalia 

C.M. Thompson 

Turley, Robert Edward  19  Huntington, WV  06/11/16  DUI Drugs 1st Offense, Poss. Controlled Substances, 

Possession  of Drug Paraphernalia 

D. Scarberry 

Keen, Linda Robin  60  Ceredo, WV  06/12/16  CAPIAS ‐ Driving Revoked ‐ DUI  Z. Thompson 

Keen, Randall Gale  57  Ceredo, WV  06/12/16  CAPIAS‐ Driving Suspended‐Misc  Z. Thompson 

Nelson, Ruth Allen  35  Kenova, WV  06/15/16  State Warrant:  Worthless Checks  D. Scarberry 

Belcher, Sherri Lynn  30  Huntington, WV  06/18/16  Possession of Drug Paraphernalia  Z. Thompson 

Stewart, Steven W. II  35  Huntington, WV  06/22/16  State Capias: Receiving or Transferring Stolen Goods  C.M. Thompson 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The Town of Ceredo is 
regulated as a Phase II Small 
MS4 Program.  MS4 stands 
for stormwater discharge 
from Municipal Separate 
Storm Sewer Systems.  The 
storm water sewer in Ceredo 
is separate from the sanitary 
sewer.  Sinks, toilets, and 
interior floor drains must 
be connected to the sanitary 
sewer system.  The wastewa-
ter discharged to the sanitary 
sewer receives treatment to 
remove pollutants prior to 
release to creeks and riv-
ers.  Pollutants contained 
in stormwater runoff flow 
directly into local waterways, 
without treatment, where 
they can be harmful to hu-
mans and the environment.  
Oil and grease, food waste, 
paint, concrete-related 
wastewater, chemicals and 
even dirt must be prevented 
from entering the storm 
drain system in order to pre-
serve our local waterways.  
Stormwater runoff is a fact 
of life.  How we deal with 
storm water runoff requires 

everyone’s involvement.

Stormwater pollution 
sources can be found around 
your home and yard area.  It 
is important to identify these 
sources and keep them from 
entering storm drains.

Examples of pollutants 
around your household that 
affect local streams:

•  Soil - Common sources of 
soil pollution are:  Bare spots 
in lawns and gardens, lawn 
and landscape renovation 
projects, sloping areas, soil 
washed from vehicles, roof 
tops and paved areas, pond 
or stream bank erosion, and 
home construction. Soils 
in the Town of Ceredo and 
surrounding areas contain 
iron.  When soils end up in 
the storm drain, the iron 
associated with soil can in-
crease the iron impairment 
of Twelvepole Creek.

•  Nutrients like phosphorus 
and nitrogen - Common 

sources of nutrient pollution 
are:  Over-applied or spilled 
fertilizer, pet waste, grass 
clippings, tree and shrub 
leaves, and soil erosion.  
Fecal coliform is a pollut-
ant that impairs Twelvepole 
Creek.

•  Hydrocarbons and House-
hold Hazardous Waste - 
Common sources of hy-
drocarbons and household 
hazardous waste include:  
Antifreeze, oil, fertilizers, 
pesticides, and metals.

•  Bacteria - Common 
sources of bacteria are 
from pet and animal waste.  
Bacteria can make Jordan 
Branch, Twelvepole Creek 
and the Ohio River unsafe 
for wading and swimming.  
Bacteria is a pollutant that 
impairs the Ohio River.

•  Polluted runoff flowing 
down a poorly-designed well 
or an unused well which has 
not been properly decom-
missioned can contaminate 

a drinking water supply.

We can help keep our 
streams clean by implement-
ing simple housekeeping 
tasks to prevent runoff from 
picking up things that cause 
pollution.

Key Tips for Reducing 
Pollutants:

•  Keep fertilizer, pesticides, 
soil, mulch, and yard waste 
(grass clippings, tree leaves, 
twigs) off paved surfaces.  
Sweep them onto the lawn 
or use yard waste in com-
post.  Do not sweep or hose 
them into the street.  Read 
and follow label directions.

•  Store and dispose of 
household hazardous waste 
(pesticides, paints, paint 
thinners, cleaning products, 
oil, anti-freeze, etc.) ac-
cording to label directions 
and out of the way of storm 
drains.  Clean up spills im-
mediately.

•  Recycle and reduce yard 
waste.  Leave grass clippings 
on lawns or compost them. 
Chip woody waste into 
mulch.

•  Clean roof gutters and 
street curbs of tree leaves, 
grass clippings, sediment, 
litter, and other debris.

•  Pick up litter and recycle it 
or put it in the trash.

•  Fix car leaks.  Clean oil 
and fluid spills from paved 
surfaces.

•  Scoop pet feces and se-
curely bag and place in the 
trash for disposal.

•  Wash cars at a commer-
cial carwash and not in the 
driveway or street.
•  Maintain plant cover on 
slopes to stabilize the soil.  
Seed bare areas in lawns and 
mulch bare garden soil.

•  Prevent soil erosion dur-
ing renovation and land-

scaping by using mulch or a 
cover crop.

•  Do not stockpile soil, 
mulch, or other bulk materi-
als on paved surfaces during 
lawn and landscape projects.

To learn more, please follow 
our periodic articles in this 
newspaper on stormwater 
and Ceredo’s MS4 program 
regarding water quality, 
storm water management.  
As you read these articles, 
you will see that we all have 
the ability to have an im-
pact on our most precious 
natural resource by promot-
ing responsible methods or 
making small changes in 
our everyday lives.  In addi-
tion, the Town of Ceredo’s 
MS4 program is routinely 
discussed at town council 
meetings and the public’s 
involvement is encouraged.
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HONOR ROLL
Eleanor Terry .................................................................................  10/20
Jim and Pat Billups ......................................................................  02/21
John C. Hall ....................................................................................   05/21
Paul and Kathy Billups ................................................................  10/21
Jack and Ann Riggs .....................................................................   05/21
Mike and Susan Watts ...............................................................   09/20
Leigh Ann Johnson .....................................................................  04/22
Connie & Mark Beford ..............................................................  10/20
Dinah and Dale Ledbetter ........................................................  10/20
In Memory of Herb & Helen Stephens..............................  08/20
In Memory of Coach Dale Craycraft ..................................  08/20
In Memory of J. J. & Roma Gail Billups .............................  08/20
In Memory of Houston & Gladys Woolwine ...................  04/21
Katrina Childers ...........................................................................   05/21
In Memory of Alberta “Dossie” & Sherman Medley ....  04/21
Herm Matney ................................................................................  08/21
In Memory of Anagene Wooten Gibbs ...............................  08/21
In Memory of Kathleen Wooren Marcum ........................  08/21
In Memory of Larry Cole .........................................................  08/21
In Memory of Charles & Dorothy Watts ..........................   09/20
Jeanette & Roger Barker ...........................................................   03/21
Karin & Mike Dawson ...............................................................  02/21
American Legion ..........................................................................   01/21
Ceredo-Kenova Community Center ....................................   01/21
Evaroni’s...........................................................................................   01/21
CUMC ..............................................................................................  12/20
Roberta and Charlie Mitchell .................................................   03/21
In Memory of Robert (Pete) & Carolyn Sullivan ...........  04/21
Jennifer Ferguson .........................................................................  04/21
Oscar, Bonnie, Michelle Booth ...............................................  04/21
John M. Spangler, Esq. ................................................................   05/21
In Memory of Frances Cornell ...............................................   05/21
In Memory of W.W. Mills, MD ................................................   05/21
In Honor of Larry Jack Heck ...................................................  06/21
Floyd Mays......................................................................................  06/21
Mike & Karen Skeens ..................................................................  07/21
Keith and Freda Chadwick ........................................................  07/21
Tyler Dawson, DDS .....................................................................  07/21
Raymond Keigley ..........................................................................  07/21
Brenda Francis ...............................................................................  07/21
O’Dell Mannon ..............................................................................  07/21
Dr. Ron & Lucenda Akers ..........................................................  07/21
Dale & Dinah Ledbetter ............................................................  08/21

The New Crescent Honor Roll is intended to be a way we give 
special recognition to those persons who donate at least $50.00 
during the year to support our publication.  Since the Honor Roll 
is a twelve-month feature, you will need to renew your contri-
bution every twelve months to remain on the Roll.  Your name 
not appearing indicates your year had expired.  A very special 
“Thank You!” to all of you who have helped us to continue the 
paper with your gifts.  With your help, we have been able to pub-
lish and deliver The New Crescent to every home in Ceredo since 
February 1990!

Supporting Our Community 
Ceredo United Methodist Church

Thrift Store
Clothing, Shoes, Housewares, Books, Collectibles For everyone in the family

Hours: Tuesday thru Friday 10:00am-4:30pm • Saturday 10am-2pm
All Donations Greatly Appreciated

Location: 218 Main Street, Ceredo

“FIRST THINgS FIRST” 
– Devotional thoughts from Pastor of the First Baptist Church of Ceredo.

“Seek FIRST the Kingdom 
of God…” (Matt. 6:33) 

“The Need 
to Read” 
If All goes as planes, students 
from all over West Virginia 
will be going into the class-
rooms for the first time since 
March. You know…CO-
VID-19. Because of that, our 
son’s final months of middle 
school with his friends were 
not what we had hoped they 
would be. But now, he is of-
ficially a Timber Wolf, and 
will begin his freshman year at 
Spring Valley High School. 

 Part of the traditional 
fabric of our public education 
system in this country is the 
“three R’s: reading, ‘riting, and 
‘rithmetic.” Those basics of the 
educational task are designed 
to prepare the student for life 
as an adult, in the “real world.” 
But these basics are not just 
for students in school. They 

are good for all of us at all 
times. 
 
 I must admit, however, I’m 
more fond of the first two 
than the final one. I love to 
read. In fact, that might be an 
understatement. I’m thank-
ful the Lord instilled a love 
of reading within me early 
on, and it has served me well 
over time. It’s unfortunate, 
however, that most folks (and 
this is statistically proven) 
will not read a whole book 
even once after graduating 
from high school. And even 
though I realize that personal 
tastes are different, I find that 
somewhat appalling. I want 
to spend a little time talking 
about reading and specifically 
about a kind of reading that is 
particularly helpful.

 Reading can be beneficial 
for so many things and it 
would be difficult to enu-
merate all of them in a brief 
article such as this. Harry S. 
Truman, our nation’s 33rd 
president said, “Not all read-

ers are leaders, but all leaders 
are readers.” I believe firmly 
in that statement. A person’s 
opportunities can be ex-
panded or severely limited by 
their “knowledge base.” Even 
preachers have encouraged 
the practice of regular read-
ing. The 19th century English 
preacher Charles H. Spurgeon 
said in one of his sermons, 
“Give yourself unto reading. 
The [person] who never reads 
will be read; he who never 
quotes will never be quoted. 
He who will not use the 
thoughts of other [people’s] 
brains, proves that he has no 
brains of his own. You need to 
read.” Amen, Brother Spur-
geon!

 Those words of Spurgeon 
come from a message he 
preached on the words of the 
apostle Paul in 2 Timothy 
4:13, “Bring the cloak that I 
left…at Troas when you come 
– and the books, especially 
the parchments.” Paul was 
in prison in Rome when 
he wrote these words to his 

young friend Timothy. And 
when he wrote them, he knew 
he was going to die soon. Yet, 
even in the face of impending 
martyrdom for his faith in 
Jesus Christ, he still wanted 
the comfort of reading. Most 
folks would not request books 
when facing death, but Paul 
did!

 However, he wanted more 
than just books. He wanted 
Timothy to bring “especially 
the parchments.” Most Bible 
scholars believe these were 
Paul’s own personal copies 
of the Scriptures. More than 
anything, he wanted his Bible!

 During this unique time in 
which we find ourselves, all 
me to recommend reading. 
But not just any kind of read-
ing. Let me recommend the 
greatest book the world has 
ever known: God’s holy, in-
spired Word, the Bible. It will 
show you what life is really all 
about, and how you can have 
a personal relationship with 
God through Jesus Christ his 

son. Have a question about 
that? We would love to talk 
with you about it! Reach out 
to us at the address below. 
HAPPY READING

Jeffrey F. Canterbury is the 
pastor of the First Baptist 
Church, 448 Main St., 
Ceredo WV. For more in-
formation about the church, 
including service times and 
archived messages, please 
visit the church’s website at 

www.fbcceredo.com. Or 
you can call the church at 
304-453-2092. All scripture 
quotations are from the 
New King James version of 
the Bible. If you have any 
questions related to the Bible 
you would like answered, 
please send them to Pastor 
Jeff at fbcsecretary@zoom-
internet.net or mail them to  
P.O. Box 967, Ceredo, WV 
25507.

CeredO BeauTifiCaTiOn COmmiTTee SepTemBer 
2020 YardS, BlOCk and BuSineSS Of The mOnTh

YARD OF THE 
MONTH
11 fairwOOd lane

YARD OF THE 
MONTH

118 1ST STreeT weST

BlOCk OF 
THE MONTH
500 BlOCk Of B STreeT

BUSINESS OF 
THE MONTH

larrY mCCOY 
auTO SaleS
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SUN TUES WED THUR
5PM to 10PM

FRI SAT 5PM  to 10:30 PM

252 main ST CeredO
453-3000

•Lasagna
•Spaghetti
•Rigatoni
•Ravioli
•Fettucini
•Fresh Veal
•Seafood

•Manicotti
•Sausage
•Cacciatore
•Linguine 
with Clam Sauce
(Red & White)

“Fine Foods with a Personal Touch”

Commader - Tom Hayes
Adjutant - Thomas Walker
Secretary - Becky Millne

In All The World There Is 
Only One Evaroni’s

US RT. 60 914 Oak Street, Kenova, WV

GIBSON’S BARBER SHOP
Complete Tonsorial Services

Beautiful Downtown
Catlettsburg, Kentucky

Gary Gibson, Proprietor
Big Jim, Number 1 Barber

Brent - Middle Chair
Old Fashioned Barbering • Open Wednesday - Saturday

CEREDO tOwN stats
POPuLatiON ....................... 1,412
MaLE ................................... 42.6%
FEMaLE ...............................57.4%
ELEvatiON .............................552
aREa .........................2.26 sq. Mi. 

LaND ..........................1.53 sq. Mi.
watER ........................ .73 sq. Mi. 
MEDiaN agE ........................ 48.9
HOusiNg uNits ....................718

Many of you have com-
mented on the work 
recently completed along 
Route 60 across from Larry 
McCoy Auto. This has 
been a public-private part-
nership project, initiated 
with the primary purpose 
of eliminating water pool-
ing on Route 60 after hard 
rains. A secondary benefit 
was to provide new land-
scaping to the area by re-
placing a not-well-planned 
menagerie of trees and 
shrubs with a combination 
of plantings that will be 
aesthetically pleasing.
    The affected property 
is partly owned by Scott 
McCoy and partly owned 
by the town. Much of the 
work was completed by 
Scott himself, being the 
community volunteer that 
he is. The end result is that 
by removing the berm of 
highway dirt that accu-
mulated over the years, we 
have alleviated a danger-
ous condition with rain-
water now having a place 
to drain off the roadway. 
The Crepe Myrtle trees 
and Burning Bushes now 

planted in the area will be 
beautiful for years to come.
   Thanks to Scott Mc-
Coy and the employees of 
Damron Enterprises for 
their assistance with this 
project.
*****
    COVID-19 restrictions 
remain in place at Town 
Hall. While the building 
and offices are open, we 
ask that in compliance 
with the Governor’s direc-
tive, all persons entering 
should wear a face cover-
ing. Compliance is neces-
sary if we are to keep Town 
Hall open, and whatever 
aggravation a mask may 
cause for 10 minutes isn’t 
worth the risk of spreading 
the virus. Please comply. 
*****
    Thanks to those that 
responded to our request 
in the last issue looking for 
names of the players on the 
Truax Traer 1954 baseball 
team. So far, we have been 
able to identify Paul Smith, 
Leo Ryan, PD Frazier, Buck 
Hewlett, Buckshot Nolan, 
and Alvis Brown.
*****

    One of the town’s police 
cruisers, a 2016 Ford se-
dan, was recently damaged 
in an accident. While there 
was no fault on part of the 
town driver, the cruiser 
was deemed a total loss by 
the insurance company. 
The town will receive the 
value of the 2016 car, 
$14,500, but will have to 
replace the vehicle. The 
cost of a new police vehicle 
is approximately $40,000, 
meaning the town will 
have to find $25,000 in an 
already tight budget in or-
der to replace the vehicle.
*****
    Installation of our new 
street lights in underway. 
The project started on 
September 14, with a con-
tracted project manager 
and town labor. The lights 
will be a great addition 
to the town, giving a new 
complexion to our major 
town streets.
*****
    Gary Runyon has taken 
the lead in Hal McFann 
Pure Oil Cup points. With 
a couple of excellent out-
ings in late August, Run-

yon forged ahead of both 
Clarence Pratt and David 
Pennington. The tourna-
ment runs through Hal-
loween, with the winner 
being announced dur-
ing Autumnfest. Pratt is 
known for his endurance 
and is expected to make a 
late run, playing from his 
home course, Diamond 
Links.  
*****
    Local pickleball is back 
in full-swing, despite some 
necessary social distanc-
ing. The Saturday morning 
“all-comers” sessions have 
been averaging around 
16 players, and there are 
groups playing on Sunday 
and Tuesday evenings. Per-
sons interested in playing 
are welcome anytime, no 
experience necessary.
    By next summer, with 
the virus behind us, it is 
expected that we will re-
turn to daily averages of 40 
to 50 players. The indoor 
court will be open after 
November 1, with court 
reservations available by 
calling Town Hall.
*****

    Special thanks to new 
subscriber Phyllis Parsley 
Bishop of Muscatine, Iowa. 
A Kenova native and 1970 
graduate of C-K High 
School, Phyllis is a fine 
lady and great representa-
tive of our area in Iowa.
*****
    Thanks to all our resi-
dents for maintaining your 
lawns and street fronts this 
summer. There couldn’t 
be another town in West 
Virginia where lawns 
are better maintained or 
streets kept cleaner of lit-
ter. Even with a significant 
increase in dog walkers, we 
have had very few prob-
lems with dog waste and 
our staff has done a great 
job in keeping the corner 
baskets empty. It seems we 
outdo ourselves every year 
in making Ceredo an even 
better place to live.
*****
    Thanks to the Austin’s 
Homemade Ice Cream 
folks for finding a way to 
maintain one of Ceredo’s 
great businesses while 
complying with coronavi-
rus restrictions. By altering 

their business model to 
include curbside service 
as opposed to standing in 
line, it appears that busi-
ness has been brisk and 
people are still driving to 
Ceredo to visit Austin’s. A 
great job by all concerned!
*****
   Retired town employee 
Sonny Gilkerson has been 
called back to duty on a 
few occasions as a consul-
tant. Sonny retired last year 
for health reasons, and the 
town lost a great employee 
with years of institutional 
knowledge about our util-
ity systems.
    Retired employee 
Tommy Workman is 
continuing to rehab from 
his second surgery since 
health reasons forced his 
retirement. In addition 
to his street department 
duties, Tommy maintained 
Crescent Hill Cemetery for 
many years and did a great 
job.
    Both Sonny and Tommy 
are missed. It’s hard to find 
employees like them.

    Russell Hutchinson and 
Pete Sullivan lived across 
from each other on Main 
Street for over forty years, 
and during that time the 
two men shared a fishing 
boat together hundreds of 
days, mostly fishing along 
the banks of the Ohio Riv-
er for catfish. On July 11, 
1993, Hutchinson, retired 
from INCO, and Sullivan, 
retired from Armco, set 
about as they usually did, 
fishing from Sullivan’s boat 
along the Ohio River band 
near Kenova.
    Having fished the area 
many times, Hutchinson 
was baited with chicken 
liver in hopes of land-
ing a catfish in 22 feet of 
water. A quick tug on his 
line and jerk on his pole 
led Hutchinson to believe 

that he had hooked a small 
catfish or perch, as the fish 
wasn’t putting up a big 
fight. When the fish was 
pulled into the boat, both 
Sullivan and Hutchin-
son knew something was 
wrong, but neither man 
immediately knew just 
what was wrong.
    The scaled fish that 
Hutchinson landed was 
approximately 12 inches 
long, 6 inches tall, and 1 
inch thick – an odd size for 
typical Ohio River spe-
cies. Then … Hutchinson 
looked at the fish’s mouth 
and saw a full set of teeth, 
unlike any he had seen 
before. “I have been fishing 
in the river since I was 10 
years old,” said Hutchin-
son, “I didn’t know what 
I had, but I did know it 

didn’t belong in the Ohio 
River.” After some debate, 
the men decided how to 
safely remove the hook 
without losing a finger and 
decided to seek help with 
determining what specie of 
fish they had landed.
    Hutchinson first con-
tacted the West Virginia 
Department of Natural 
Resources, but they too 
were unable to identify 
the strange toothed fish. 
Hutchinson then contacted 
Marshall University, where 
he was able to meet with 
Donald Tarter, Professor of 
Biological Sciences. Profes-
sor Tarter examined the 
fish’s teeth and immediate-
ly identified it as a piranha.
    The piranha is a fresh-
water fish, indigenous to 
the Amazon basin rivers 

in South America. Often 
described as extremely 
predatory and feeding 
mainly on fish, piranhas 
are not typically found 
outside South American 
rivers. It is speculated that 
the fish caught by Hutchin-
son was brought to this 
country by an exotic fish 
trader, and likely released 
into the Ohio River when 
it grew too large to remain 
in a home aquarium. 

    “I don’t know how it got 
in the river. I’m glad I had 
the experience of catching 
it, but I don’t want to catch 
any more of them. Pete and 
I will go back to catching 
catfish,” said Hutchinson. 
*****
     After a lull of several 
years, local fishing in the 
Ohio River and Twelve 
Pole Creek has increased 
this summer. Possibly 
due to the coronavirus 

limiting group activities, 
a number of local fisher-
men have again taken to 
the riverbank. One Ceredo 
fisherman reports land-
ing a 34- pound catfish in 
late August, using chicken 
liver for bait. Several weeks 
of good fishing weather 
remain.

AROUND TOWN

The Hutchinson Piranha



Neapolitan Cake                                                                                                                       
by Natalie Hemann

I love Neapolitan ice cream.  I was wonder-
ing what a cake with chocolate, strawberry, 
and vanilla would taste like.  I did not have 
a recipe for Neapolitan cake and thought 
I had come up with a great idea.  Wrong!  
After searching online I found there are 
many different recipes for this cake….sheet 
cake, bundt cake, layer cake, etc.  My recipe 
starts with a box mix so it is a quick, easy 
cake when you do not want to take the time 
to bake from scratch.  If you do not like ice 
cream (but I doubt there are many who 
don’t!) this cake is a good alternative if you 
want these three different flavors in one bite.

Ingredients:
1 Box of White Cake Mix 
(I used Pillsbury Moist Supreme)
1 Cup Water
½ Cup Oil

3 Eggs
¼ cup Cocoa Powder
1 Tbs. Milk

Frosting:
1 Cup Softened Butter (2 Sticks)
4 Cups Confectioner’s Sugar
3 Tsp. Vanilla
3 – 5 Tbs. Milk (For desired consistency)
1 Cup Strawberry Jelly (Do not use jam or 
preserves; it will be too runny)
6 – 10 Fresh Strawberries, Halved
                                                                                       
Directions:
Grease and flour two round cake pans.  Make 
cake according to directions on box.  Pour half 
of the batter into one pan.  In the batter that 
is left, add the cocoa powder and tablespoon 
of milk; mix together and pour into other 
cake pan and bake.  For the frosting, mix all 
the ingredients together until well combined.  
Frost cake and decorate with halved strawber-
ries.  Refrigerate if not serving right away  but 
warm to room temperature before serving.
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 Tranquil Setting Overlooking The Ohio Valley 
 

 Inside The Ceredo City Limits 
 

 Most Affordable Burial Plots In                       
The Tri-State Area                                                                

$550 per Standard Burial Plot                              
$175 per Cremation Burial Plot 

 
 Price Includes Perpetual Care 

 
 Tranquil Setting Overlooking 

The Ohio Valley 
 

 Inside The Ceredo            
City Limits 

 
 Most Affordable Burial Plots 

In The Tri-State Area :        
$550 per Standard Burial Plot 
$175 per Cremation Burial Plot 

 
 Price Includes                 
Perpetual Care 

CEREDO CRESCENT HILL CEMETERY  
PROVIDING REST CLOSE TO HOME 

CONTACT STANLEY FINK AT 453-5622 FOR MORE INFORMATION 

CEREDO CRESCENT               
HILL CEMETERY  

 

PROVIDING REST CLOSE TO HOME 

CONTACT STANLEY FINK AT 453-5622                

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

 

The Crescent kitchenLocal Girls Capture 
World Championship

    The West Virginia Thunder girls’ basketball team won the AAU World Champion-
ship in the 7th grade division. The tournament was held September 4-7, in Franklin, 
TN. Participating for the Thunder was Ceredo resident Dria Parker, daughter of 
Nicole and Jimmy Parker.
    In addition to being a star on the court, Dria is also a 4.0 student. Dria’s future 
appears bright, whether it be on the hardwood or in the classroom.  

Congratulations
Dria Parker

The number of Texas residents with Ceredo 
ties has grown by one. Jack Harmon Jones, 
son of former Ceredo resident Jared Jones 
and Courtney Harman, was born near 
Houston on October 28, 2019.
    Young Jack is the grandson of Ceredo 
resident Donna Riggs Jones, and great-
grandson and namesake of Ceredo 
residents Jack and Ann Riggs. Nana Donna 
was able to spend several months 
assisting the new parents in Texas, but has 
now returned to her Ceredo home.
    Given that Granddad Jack was an 
avid golfer, and that father Jared played 
collegiately at Ohio State and is now a 
teaching professional in Texas, it is a 
pretty sure bet that Baby Jack will one day 
represent Ceredo well on the golf course, 
and more importantly, coming from three 
generations of fine people we are certain 
Baby Jack will also be an outstanding 
student and citizen. Congratulations to 
the entire Riggs family.

aNNexaTioN iN Texas

Jack Harmon Jones
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   The latest local events falling victim to 
the coronavirus pandemic are the Ceredo 
Halloween Street Party and Trick or Treat 
in Ceredo and Kenova. After much delib-
eration, the governing bodies of both cities 
decided that the risk of spreading the virus 
is simply too great, given that our sidewalks 
are usually crowded shoulder-to-shoulder 
with children of all ages. Since both cities 
have aging populations with many at-risk 
individuals, the decision was made to exer-
cise caution this year.
    In place of the door-to-door activities, 
Ceredo and Kenova are asking residents to 
donate a bag of candy that will be distribut-
ed at local schools. Persons may leave bags 
of candy at either the Ceredo or Kenova Po-

lice Departments. The candy will be taken 
to Ceredo Kenova Elementary and C-K 
Middle School, where volunteers will pre-
pare mixed bags of candy for each student. 
Zim’s Bagging has been gracious in provid-
ing individual bags for the children.
    The Ceredo Street Party, the longest-
running such event in the state, will resume 
in 2021. “None of us can say with certainty 
how the virus will be spreading in October, 
but we are certain that there will not be a 
vaccine by that time and there is a signifi-
cant risk, especially to our elderly residents, 
should they be exposed. It is simply best to 
err on the side of caution, find alternative 
ways to celebrate Halloween this year, and 
be healthy in 2021,” said Mayor Billups.

   The general election campaign season is upon us, and the West Virginia tradition 
of placing campaign advertising signs is in full-swing. Residents and candidates are re-
minded that Ceredo, like many other cities, has an ordinance regarding where advertis-
ing signs may be placed.
   The Ceredo ordinance, in effect for over fifty years, mandates that no advertising signs 
may be placed on property not privately-owned. This means that signs may not be placed 
on utility poles, between sidewalks and curbs, or on highway rights-of-way.
   Advertising signs placed illegally are removed and stored at the town maintenance 
building, where they may be retrieved by the candidate at any time prior to the next elec-
tion cycle. The fine for placing signs in illegal areas is $50 per day, per sign. The Town 
tries to avoid implementing the fine if sign owners comply with removal, and over the 
years most candidates and residents respect the ordinance.

TriCk or TreaT, sTreeT ParTy CaNCeled CaMPaigN seasoN

raMsdell house hisToriC harVesT aNd halloWeeN
Ceredo residents should be on the lookout 
for historic apparitions in and around The 
Ramsdell House Museum in September 
and October, as Ramsdell staff gears up for 
an historic harvest and Halloween season, 
which may be a little different than in the 
past.

With the need for social distancing likely 
requiring cancellation of most traditional 
fall festivities, historic Ramsdell figures 
may appear in the museum windows and 
on the grounds.  Drivers and walkers pass-
ing the museum might catch glimpses of 
Union and Confederate uniforms, Civil 
War-era dresses with hoop skirts, and pos-
sibly even…mummies!!!

As Halloween approaches, the Ramsdell 
House is having a contest for school-age 
children to name the Ramsdell House 
“mummies”  
Children may submit their suggestions by 
emailing: dwolfe@ramsdellhouse.com or 
on the Ramsdell House Facebook page, 
or by dropping their suggestions off any 
time the “OPEN” sign is out at the muse-
um, making sure to include their contact 
information!  The deadline is Halloween, 
October 31st, and the winner(s) will be 
announced the following week and in the 
October Crescent.
The Ramsdell House will be offering a few 
limited candlelight after-hours tours of the 
museum in October.  Watch the October 
Crescent for details

RaMSdell HouSe “MuMMIeS”  - the mummified remains of a cat and rat which 
were found in the crawl space under the floor.

2020 C-k auTuMNFesT CoNTesTs
While disappointed that 
they won’t be holding all 
the events associated with 
the C-K AutumnFest this 
year due to COVID-19 
safety concerns, the Board 
of Directors is happy to an-
nounce that they are going 
to continue the Business 
Scarecrow Contest and the 
“Great Scarecrow Hunt” 
this fall. 

Additionally, they will 
also be sponsoring a 
contest for residents, The 
C-K AutumnFest Home 
Decorating Contest. The 
contest is FREE and open 
to all residential homes 
in Ceredo and Kenova. 
The Judging categories 
will be BEST Fall Theme, 
MOST Festive Street (most 
decorated homes on one 

street throughout Ceredo 
& Kenova), and Award for 
BEST OF SHOW. Winners 
will be announced on the 
C-K AutumnFest Inc. Face-
book Page on October 26th.

To be eligible for awards, 
you must register by Octo-
ber 18, 2020. Judging will 
take place October 23th-
25th. As part of COVID-19 

precautions, judges will not 
get out of their vehicle, they 
will judge your home’s out-
door display based on what 
can be seen from the street. 
The Great Scarecrow Hunt 
will take place the week 
of October 26th -31st and 
clues will be posted on the 
C-K AutumnFest Facebook 
Page (www.facebook.com/
CKAutumnFest). 

 Bring the AutumnFest 
Spirit out for everyone to 
enjoy! This is a fun, festive 
and safe way for families 
and workplace employees 
to celebrate the fall season! 
Let’s spread PUMPKIN JOY 
throughout our Ceredo-
Kenova Community!

Registration information 
and contest guidelines can 
be found at
www.ckautumnfest.com
or contact:
Business Scarecrow- 
Kim Adkins – E-mail: 
kimkadkins@gmail.com

Residential - Amy Keyser – 
Text: (304) 634-8340


